
Know 
Your 
Rights

Note: The information contained in this brochure pro-

vides only general information to assist you; it is not a 

substitute for legal advice from an attorney.
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Know Your Rights!
Throughout the country there have been an increasing number of incidents in which the civil 

rights of homeless people have been violated. Some cities have passed laws that essentially target 

homeless people and have selectively enforced already existing laws against them. Such actions 

may be unconstitutional. Homeless people and advocates around the country have led successful 

campaigns to overturn such discriminatory practices.

Homefull participates in regional and statewide efforts and the National Homeless Civil Rights 

Organizing Project, created by the National Coalition for the Homeless to address the systematic 

violations of the civil rights of homeless people.

To report a violation of your rights, police harassment, a violent crime against a homeless person, 

or for other assistance, please contact Homefull.

Three Possible Police Stops
Casual Encounter: 

being detained.

Detainment:

Arrest: 

custody, so that you are no longer free to go. 

Regardless of the type of stop, you have the right to remain silent. You don’t have to answer 

Casual Encounter

they have reason to believe you are involved in a crime.

silent at any time.

Detainment

reason but must justify why if the matter goes to court.

The police may detain you only for a reasonable amount of time while they question you. 



ADD 1133 S Edwin C Moses Blvd 
 Suite 306 
 Dayton OH 45417-4094

 WEB www.homefull.org
 TEL 937.293.1945 
 FAX 937.293.8150

you in court.

The right to consult with counsel. 

or possessions.

Arrest

issued for your arrest.

The police have the right to arrest you without a warrant only if they catch you committing a 

misdemeanor or felony crime.

you in court.

the event you say something.

within your immediate control.

Resisting Arrest

Penalties could be higher if you show or use a deadly weapon during arrest.

Search And Seizure

belongings.

within your immediate control.



Use of Force

reasonably believes a life is threatened.

Criminal Trespass
You may only enter or remain on someone else’s land or premises if you have permission or if the 

owner or occupier has not restricted use of the land or premises.

Someone tells you of restrictions

There is fencing or other enclosure designed to restrict access

The owner or occupier of premises tells you to leave

Loitering

enrolled in the school, an employee of the school, or are authorized to be on the property.

private buildings or from entering or exiting such buildings.

sex for hire.

Obstructing Official Business
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Public Indecency
You cannot masturbate, engage in sexual activity, or expose the private parts of your body when 

persons who are not part of your household can see you.

When persons who are not part of your household can see you, you cannot do things that would 

You can swim or bathe in public waters only if you have written permission from the Director of 

other body of water owned or operated by the city.

Disorderly Conduct
You cannot cause inconvenience, annoy, or cause alarm to another person by doing any of the 

property.

Conduct & Offenses Related To Intoxication

serving alcoholic beverages.

to a degree that renders you a hazard.

property.
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SPECIFIC LAWS THAT APPLY TO THE CITY OF DAYTON

Prohibition To Enter Vacant Buildings

used as a home, you cannot use the building or structure again for human habitation unless you 

Junk Vehicles

$400, is inoperative, or is unlicensed or improperly licensed.

Peddlers

Panhandling

 

 

during the time that it is available for the customer’s use

Private property, unless the panhandler has permission from the owner or occupant.

 

 



abusive language, during or following a refusal

donation would perceive as a threat.

ever have been a member of the military

disability

Stating that you are homeless, when you are not

Know Your Rights!

Clinic. Homefull is a comprehensive day shelter and leading provider of advocacy, education and 

students represent real clients from the greater Dayton metropolitan area while developing their 

To report a violation of your rights, police harassment, a violent crime against a homeless person, 

or for other assistance, please contact Homefull.
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